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Understanding of potential vulnerability complexes
and win-win policy synergies (particularly between
ecosystem management and climate adaptation and
mitigation) should be developed to support both cli-
mate and development policy.

Human vulnerability to climate impacts can be
ameliorated through economic, social and political
means. Well-functioning ecosystems must be main-
tained and degraded services restored where practi-
cable. Reducing emissions by avoided deforestation
and degradation (REDD) is also an important policy,
and would expand the coverage of carbon credits.
Adaptation funding, which might reach USD 1 bil-
lion per year within current development planning
horizons, should take on a wider agenda on baseline
vulnerability, and acknowledge the need to build re-
silience as a way to buffer or steer away from abrupt
ecosystem changes and loss of ecosystem services.
Future climate change policy should support moni-

Adaptive capacity

Adaptive capacity is intimately connected to social
and economic development but is unevenly distributed
across and within societies. The capacity to adapt is
dynamic and is influenced by natural and man-made
capital assets, social networks and entitlements, hu-
man capital and institutions, governance, national in-
come, health and technology. Even societies with high
adaptive capacity remain vulnerable to climate change,
variability and extremes.

toring of changes in climate conditions and other
circumstances to preempt sudden catastrophic eco-
system shifts.

The alternative is a world unprepared for a range of
fast-evolving and escalating ecological and humani-
tarian crises.
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