










 
 
Climate Change (RVCC) project has explicitly mainstreamed climate change throughout its 
design and implementation. One adaptation strategy identified by the programme is the 
need to promote alternative livelihoods. The project encouraged the uptake of assets such 
as duck-rearing which would enhance income and prove to be resilient in the face of 
climate change (Mallik 2005).  

Cash transfers  
Predictable cash transfers could play an important role in mitigating the vulnerability of the 
chronic poor who will increasingly be exposed to climate related shocks and stresses. 
Ethiopia’s Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) is a cash (and food) transfer 
programme aimed at alleviating household vulnerability to seasonal food insecurity 
consumption across the hunger period, by providing seasonal employment on public 
works in exchange for cash or food transfers to help protect household assets and smooth 
a shift in thinking away from emergency food aid toward a more predictable and targeted 
safety net. 
 
So far, the programme has successfully prevented the use of damaging coping strategy 
during periods of increased stress. There is also some evidence that cash transfers can 
build assets or provide households with contingency finance for mitigating climate-related 
risks. But the timing has to be right, both in terms of coinciding with the hungry season 
and also making sure the amount of transfer takes adequate account of purchasing power, 
which can vary over the course of a year. The Government of Ethiopia is aiming to 
graduate all participants from the programme after five years. However, in a changing 
climate, social protection measures must reduce risk and reduce poverty proactively over 
extended timeframes, particularly in ecological and social environments subjected to high 
states of flux (Tanner and Mitchell, 2007). 
 
Key policy issues: opportunities to develop ‘adaptive social protection’ 
To strengthen social protection and climate change adaptation approaches, IDS researchers 
have developed an ‘adaptive social protection’ framework. This framework characterises 
social protection measures that acknowledge the changing nature of climate-related 
impacts, including the future existence of conditions that have not been experienced 
before. 
 
Features of this framework include: 
∞ An emphasis on transforming productive livelihoods as well protecting, and adapting to 

changing climate conditions rather than simply reinforcing coping mechanisms.  
∞ Grounding in an understanding of the structural root causes of poverty in a particular 

region or sector, permitting more effective targeting of vulnerability to multiple shocks 
and stresses.  

∞ Incorporation of rights-based rationale for action, stressing equity and justice 
dimensions of chronic poverty and climate change adaptation in addition to 
instrumentalist rationale based primarily on economic efficiency.  



 
 
∞ An enhanced role for research from both the natural and social sciences to inform the 

development and targeting of social protection policies and measures in the context of 
the burden of both geophysical hazards and changing climate-related hazards.    

∞ A longer-term perspective for social protection policies that takes into account the 
changing nature of shocks and stresses.  

 
Turning opportuni ties into practice – gaps to address 
Roles for specific policies and instruments within each of the fields remain. However, the 
adaptive social protection framework analysis does permit the identification of a number of 
potential areas for future work that links these related fields together.  
 
These include: 
∞ Improving the evidence base: lessons learned, poverty impact and cost effectiveness 
∞ Developing tools and resources, for example climate risk assessment to be used with 

social protection programmes 
∞ Supporting collaboration by engaging in national and international events and 

conferences 
∞ Funding for adaptive social protection, integrating social protection into adaptation 

funding and vice versa 
∞ Encouraging dialogue among the disciplines 
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