












 5/7 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Meetings organized by the Secretariat:  The Commission is an international 
commission and in order to ensure awareness of its existence in other 
countries the Secretariat organized an information meeting for foreign 
embassies based in Stockholm, an event that attracted participation by almost 
50 embassies. A similar information meeting took place with the largest 
Swedish NGOs dealing with climate change adaptation. A closed seminar on 
financing adaptation was led by the Commission chair, with participants from 
GEF and the World Bank along with various experts, and took place parallel 
to the World Bank Spring Meeting in Washington DC in April. A tele-
conference to discuss how insurance can contribute to adaptation efforts was 
held in May with Commission members and experts.  

 
Commission meeting. The Commission held its second formal meeting over 
10-13 May, 2008, in Cambodia. The meeting included presentations by 
Cambodian representatives on environment and planning of development and 
the linkages to climate change adaptation as well as a field visit to a rural 
province just south of Lake Tonle Sap. The field visit was an attempt to 
illustrate the impacts of climate change locally. The hydrological system in the 
region is very complex and people in the region seem to clearly understand 
how the climate – or at least the prevailing weather – is changing and there is a 
need for a tremendous amount of ‘no regret” development activities that would 
benefit the rural population and the nation, no matter which way the climate 
goes. During the meeting: 

 
• The work program was reconfirmed 

• The Secretariat was given a mandate to start drafting texts for the final 
report 

• Input documents on ethics and financing mechanisms were discussed  

• Insights from the field visit and presentations about Cambodia 
highlighted important issues that Commissioners agreed should be 
included in the report 

Some core messages were agreed, such as:  
• Considerably larger resources than available at present will be needed 

for adaptation in developing countries, perhaps at the level of current 
estimates of mitigation needs. But we need to define much better what 
will be the objectives of adaptation financing, on what should money 
be spent? 

 
• Certain areas important for adaptation can already be clearly defined. 

These include investments in disaster management and disaster risk 
reduction. Much traditional development will also serve to strengthen 
the resilience of communities facing increasing uncertainty and 
variability in their environment. These are areas where intensified 
efforts need to be made, but there are also other areas where traditional 
development will have to be done differently, as well as entirely new 
and specific areas where investments will be needed. It is the 
Commission's ambition to help provide greater clarity on the nature 
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and objectives of adaptation investments. Guidance can be found by 
applying the precautionary principle and identifying no-regret areas in 
directing early investments. 

 
• Mechanisms used so far in resourcing adaptation are based on the 

notions of incremental costs to achieve environmental benefits and 
additionality of funds in relation to existing sources of development 
financing. Given that the world - and the poorest countries in particular 
- is now faced with an entirely new situation in terms of increasing 
stresses on livelihoods and communities, we need to move beyond 
mechanisms that have become straightjackets toward flexible and 
enabling resourcing instruments. 

 
• Global institutions for adaptation need to reflect and support 

institutional arrangements at the national level. They must allow 
countries to take the lead and integrate adaptation strategically in their 
development plans. Donors need to act in a coordinated and harmonized 
manner, aligning their support with national aspirations. It is important 
to discuss whether new global institutions are needed or whether efforts 
should go into establishing the norms and principles that will allow 
existing institutions to have roles and responsibilities for optimized 
action within a new framework. 

 
• There is scope to scale up pilot efforts at investing in insurance 

systems. A range of options have been tested and proven viable, based 
on different models for the respective roles of public and private 
financing depending on national and local circumstances. These will 
range from systems where public finance will provide risk-sharing for 
market solutions, or where the capital market assumes most of the risk, 
to schemes where public finance is used to guarantee the right to work 
in times of crisis. It will always be important to reduce collective risk 
by investing in protective systems such as irrigation infrastructure in 
dryland areas. 

 
• There is still a very serious absence of basic information at regional, 

national and local levels on which to base adaptation decisions. This 
must be urgently addressed. 
 
 

4. Third phase, 15 May-ongoing as of 30 June 

Communication: Several members of the Commission attended the 
Tällberg forum, where climate change was on the agenda. Some of them 
presented the Commission’s priorities at workshops and plenary. The chair 
of the Commission participated at an OECD/DAC high-level meeting in 
Paris where the values and priorities of the Commission were reflected in 
her speech (see speech on ccdcommission.org). In late June the chair 
attended the Global Humanitarian Forum meeting in Geneva where the 
’human face’ of climate change was a major theme, and where she 
addressed a roundtable on insurance as part of risk reduction strategies (see 
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intervention on ccdcommission.org). The Secretariat was present at the 
high level meeting on Food Security in Rome over 2–5 June and also 
visited the European Commission and Parliament in Brussels to agree on 
joint activities. 
 
Substantive outputs: The Secretariat – together with the Expert Group 
and in consultation with similar endeavors led by other institutions (e.g., 
the Social Development Group of the World Bank) – has initiated work on 
the human dimension of climate change. The objective is to define a 
multidisciplinary framework to i) analyze how climate change affects the 
livelihoods of the poor and to ii) link localized climate change impacts with 
risk reduction and adaptation strategies at the local, national, and global 
levels. The work was initiated during a brainstorming meeting held mid-
May in Stockholm and is followed up on a fortnightly basis through 
teleconferences. An interactive website was also put together to facilitate 
collective work. 
 
Meetings organized by the Secretariat: In early June the Secretariat 
organized a side event at the climate negotiations SB 28 in Bonn where 
financing adaptation was debated with the UNFCCC executive Secretary 
Yvo de Boer and Saleemul Huq from IIED.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


